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And out of 1,000 live births in our country
each year, 8 babies die. More infants die each
year in the United States than in 24 other de-
veloped nations.

As a Member of Congress and as a mother
of four daughters, this maternal and infant
mortality rate is simply unacceptable. We've
got to find out why safe motherhood is still out
of reach for so many American women. | am
very proud to join many of my esteemed col-
leagues—NITA LOWEY, SUE KELLEY, CYNTHIA
MCKINNEY, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, and CARO-
LYN MALONEY—in introducing legislation today
that will have a significant impact on the
progress of maternal and infant health in this
country.

In addition to introducing the Safe Mother-
hood Monitoring and Prevention Research Act,
we would like to call on the Commerce Sub-
committee on Health and Environment to hold
oversight hearings on maternal and infant
health and urge Congress as a whole to make
this issue a national priority.

Our bill achieves 3 key goals, all necessary
components to true progress in the enhance-
ment of maternal and infant care.

First, it expands CDC's Pregnancy Risk As-
sessment Monitoring System (PRAMS) so that
all 50 states will benefit from a public health
monitoring system of pregnancy-risk related
factors. Although the PRAMS program has re-
ceived a lot of recognition for positively affect-
ing maternal and infant health outcomes, cur-
rently only 18 states are benefiting from the
success of PRAMS. Our bill also supports
local and state efforts to collect data on moth-
ers who experience serious complications dur-
ing their pregnancy.

Second, out bill authorizes an increase in
federal funding for preventive research, so we
can identify basic health prevention activities
to improve maternal health. This aspect of the
bill builds upon the Birth Defects Prevention
Act, which my colleague, Senator KIiT BOND
and | sponsored in the 105th Congress and
which was signed into law last April.

The third and final component of our bill di-
rects CDC to help states and localities create
public education and prevention programs to
prevent poor maternal outcomes for American
women.

In addition, our bill emphasizes the need to
expand existing prevention programs and
pregnancy risk assessment systems to include
those areas of the country where underserved
and at-risk populations reside.

By looking at the list of original cosponsors
of this bill, one is amazed at the very diverse
groups of women legislators committed to this
important piece of legislation. We're conserv-
ative and liberal. We're rural and urban. We're
pro-life and pro-choice. And we're from multi-
cultural backgrounds. But as a unique coalition
of women, we're able to put aside our dif-
ferences and come together on this common
ground—on this precious ground—of the
health and well-being of all mothers and in-
fants in our nation. | urge all my colleagues to
review the merits of the Safe Motherhood
Monitoring and Prevention Research Act of
1999 and cosponsor this important piece of
legislation.
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REAUTHORIZE THE OLDER
AMERICANS ACT

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 1999

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, recently in my
home state of lllinois, the State Senate and
the State House of Representatives adopted
Senate Joint Resolution 39 urging the U.S.
Congress to reauthorize the Older Americans
Act for the upcoming fiscal year. | would like
to commend the lllinois Legislature for their
dedication to the elderly in their state and urge
the 106th Congress to support the elderly of
the country by reauthorizing the Older Ameri-
cans Act. | enter into the RECORD Senate Joint
Resolution No. 39.

Whereas, The Older Americans Act pro-
motes the dignity and value of every older
person age 60 and over (numbering 2,000,000
in Illinois) through an Aging Network led by
the Illinois Department of Aging, 13 area
agencies on aging, 233 community-based sen-
ior service agencies and 63 nutrition services
agencies throughout Illinois; and

Whereas, The Older Americans Act is a
successful federal program, with the U.S. Ad-
ministration on Aging offering leadership in
Washington D.C., the Illinois Department on
Aging (the first state department on aging in
the nation) at the State level, the area agen-
cies on aging in 13 regions designated by the
State covering all of Illinois, and commu-
nity-based senior service agencies providing
services in every community; and

Whereas, The Older Americans Act pro-
grams target resources and services to those
in greatest economic and social need, pro-
mote the dignity and contributions of our
senior citizens, support transportation serv-
ices, provide home care, assist families and
individuals with case management, guide
those challenged by the legal system
through legal assistance, provide for senior
community service employment, offer infor-
mation and assistance, establish multi-pur-
pose senior centers as focal points on aging,
serve congregate luncheon and home-deliv-
ered meals, provide health promotion and
disease prevention activities, involve older
persons in nutrition education, reach out to
families with respite services for caregivers
and small repair and home modifications,
provide opportunities, education and serv-
ices, connect people in shared housing, and
advocate to public and private policy makers
on the issues of importance to older persons;
and

Whereas, The success of this aging network
over the past 31 years is marked by the deliv-
ery of significant service to older persons in
their own homes and community with the
following services examples of that success:

(1) 374,538 recipients of access services, in-
cluding 235,148 Information and Assistance
Services clients and 68,493 recipients of Case
Management Services;

(2) 53,450 recipients of in-home services, in-
cluding 6,460,533 home-delivered means to
41,305 elders;

(3) 185,520 recipients of community serv-
ices, including 3,636,855 meals to 79,012 con-
gregate meal participants at 647 nutrition
sites and services delivered from 170 Senior
Centers;

(4) 760 recipients of employment services,
including 760 senior community service em-
ployment program participants; and

(5) 98,600 recipients of nursing home om-
budsman services; and

Whereas, The organizations serving older
persons employ professionals dedicated to of-
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fering the highest level of service and caring
workers who every day provide in-home care,
rides, educational and social activities, shop-
ping assistance, advice, and hope to those in
greatest isolation and need; and

Whereas, The organizations serving older
persons involve a multi-generational corps of
volunteers who contribute the governance,
planning, and delivery of services to older
persons in their own communities through
participation on boards and advisory coun-
cils and in the provision of clerical support,
programming, and direct delivery of service
to seniors; and

Whereas, The Older Americans Act pro-
grams in Illinois leverage local funding for
aging services and encourage contributions
from older persons; and

Whereas, The Older Americans Act pro-
grams are the foundation for the Illinois
Community Care Program which reaches out
to those with the lowest incomes and the
greatest frailty to provide alternatives to
long-term care, and the Illinois Elder Abuse
and Neglect Interventions Program which
assists families in the most difficult of do-
mestic situations with investigation and
practical interventions; and

Whereas, The Congress of the United
States has not reauthorized the Older Ameri-
cans Act since 1985 and only extends the pro-
gram each year through level appropriations;
and

Whereas, Expansion of the Older Ameri-
cans Act is proposed in reauthorization legis-
lation this year to offer family caregiver
support, increased numbers of home-deliv-
ered meals, improved promotion of elder
rights, consolidation of several programs and
subtitles of the law; therefore be it

Resolved, by the Senate of the Ninety-First
General Assembly of the State of lllinois, the
House of Representatives concurring herein,
That we urge the Congress of the United
States of America to reauthorize the Older
Americans Act this year; and be it further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution be delivered to the President pro tem-
pore of the U.S. Senate, the Speaker of the
U.S. House of Representatives, and each
member of the Illinois congressional delega-
tion.

Adopted by the Senate, May 26, 1999.

Concurred in by the House of Representa-
tives, May 27, 1999.

HONORING JOHN MEISE

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 1999

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, each year
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States and its Ladies Auxiliary sponsor the
Voice of Democracy audio-essay scholarship
competition. The program is now in its 52nd
year and requires high school student entrants
to write and record a three-to-five minute
essay on an announced patriotic theme. This
year's theme is “My Service to America”, and
over 80,000 students participate in the pro-
gram nationwide.

It gives me great pleasure to announce that
John Meise, a senior at Mount St. Joseph
High School in Maryland’s 7th Congressional
District, has been named a National winner in
the 1999 Voice of Democracy Program and
recipient of the $1,000 Ervin and Lorraine
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